Gnome programs for the office

Office Equipment

Gnome users don’t need to resort to
external office packages such as
OpenOffice or KOffice just to write a
letter, or a few invoices. Gnome Office
is a collection of office programs spe-
cially adapted to suit the Gnome

desktop. BY FRANK WIEDUWILT

ood news for users who have

Gnome on their office desktops.

There is a collection of office pro-
grams specially adapted for the Gnome
desktop. On the downside, if you are
looking for an integrated office suite, you
are in for a disappointment.

In contrast to KOffice and OpenOffice,
the software that makes up the Gnome
Office collection was not created by a
single project team, or even multiple
teams, but by various teams of develop-
ers without any real collaboration. This
not only led to the excusable weakness
of individual programs being at different
stages of development, but also (and less
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excusably) means a lack of uniform pro-
gram controls.

All for One

The GTK library is the common building
block that gives the GUIs a uniform look.
The differences immediately become
apparent when you start to integrate the
individual programs with your Gnome
desktop. The Gnumeric spreadsheet is
definitely the most advanced application
in the collection. The word processor,
AbiWord, can hold its own, although it
can’t quite match the pace set by
OpenOffice Writer. The other programs
try hard to keep up, with the Sodipodi
. drawing application lagging
[

7
e ot Wew et fgma: Teols Table Documers Ldp

DEHREE&Y LER 7 9 ¢ [HEE R 6 Fmw -5

| behind due to an unfortunate

o ARAEBEEEEEES ST -

tendency to crash.

abiord 2.0 - The Next sten

AbiWord 2.0 - The Next Step
(Tawsrd Workl Dominatien)
Martin Seyior and Dominic Lachowicz

New features in 2.0

ABWNGID 200 has many tew Tealures nol present in the 1.0 rlease, Thers
are features that provide improvements to the abiWerd User Interfoce and
Eiose that increase the richness of the Word Processing documsnt, The
Tollowing table lists new Word Processing features and the file farmats the
feature is exported Lo and mpoted fom, Of course all fealues are
supported by the AbAWAIM, native XML file format.

Feature
Tables

imporied fram I Exporied
MS Word, ATF, WorPedeck, [ATF, HTHL, Latex,
HTML, 0pen01ice om0, DocAank, (other XML
|Docanok, [other XML formats]™

[formats)

ATF MSWard, ATF, Latex

RATF, MSWord, WordRedect |ATF, Latax

Fostnotes!
Endnotes
Aevision Marks:!

Mailmerge

The Table feature in AbiWerd is very powerful. Cells within tables can be
merged erher horizontally or vertically via an casy-to-use nen-medal dialog
Raws and Calumns heights and widihs can be sdjusled interactively by
dragging ruler controls or table fines. The unix build includes o powerful
utamatic table insert wicget which allows tables dimensions to be created
interactively. Ve alse have the ability [0 nest tables fo_arbilrary depth. This

The “other programs” I just
referred to include no less than
15 applications, according to
the Gnome Office project page
[1]. Some of them are fairly
unspectacular, such as the Gfax
fax program, and the Eye Of
Gnome [2] image viewer. The
Gnome Office homepage lists
two applications for some tasks
such as vector graphics - again
this just goes to prove that the
meta-project does not think of
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itself as a competitor for inte-

Figure 1: Solid and compact, but restricted to basic function-

ality — the AbiWord word processor.
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grated office packages. Instead
it lets users decide for them-

www.linux-magazine.com

selves which tool they prefer to use for a
specific job.

The project is definitely not xenopho-
bic, as is evidenced by the fact that
Gnome Office not only claims the
Sodipodi vector graphics package as one
of its own, but also roots for Sketch,
although the XForms GUI that Sketch
uses is hard to reconcile with an office
package for Gnome. In fact, the project
goes so far as to lay claims to the
Impress presentation program from the
OpenOffice camp, although Impress does
not integrate well with the Gnome desk-
top.

Gnome Office also feels responsible for
personal information management
(PIM). This claim is justified with Evolu-
tion stepping in to handle contact
management and email. If you prefer a
simple email program, why not try Balsa
[3] as an alternative. MrProject [4] is
available for less complex project man-
agement tasks, and Galeon provides a
compact Web browser. Development
work continues to progress on all of
these programs, with new versions
appearing at short intervals in some
cases.

In this article we will be focusing on
what is commonly considered to be the
standard equipment of any Office pack-
age; bread and butter applications like
word processing and spreadsheets.
Unfortunately, there is no central Inter-
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